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the side and shake him most unmercifully. I had enough to
do, with the help of a stout stick, to keep him and the bear
in order; the latter was equally violent, and tried to claw
the men carrying him. I wished to keep the beast alive, but
was destined to be disappointed, for what with the savage
attack of the dog, and the beating I was obliged to give him
to keep him quiet, he died before we reached the clearing.
He weighed 157 Ibs. only.”

Some dogs were owned by the late Hamilton Rowan, of
Merrion Square, Dublin, which were erroncously asserted
to be Irish Wolfhounds. Regarding these dogs the fol-
lowing communication was kindly made to the writer by
Mr. Betham, a son of Sir W. Betham, before alluded to ;—
“ My father was very intimate with the late Hamilton
Rowan, who was the only man possessed of the breed (Irish
Wolthound), and who was so chary of it that he would
never give away a dog pup without first castrating him.
I have repeatedly seen the dogs with him when I was a
boy, and heard him tell my father how he became possessed
of them. He was in Paris about the time of the first
French Revolution, and was given a dog and a bitch, and
was told that they were Danish. He then went to Den-
mark, thinking he would see more of the breed. When
he got there he was told they were not Danish, but
Irish, and were brought over by some one from Ireland—
I forget whom. The dogs were of a very peculiar colour—
a kind of brindle blue and white, sometimes all brindled,
and sometimes a great deal of white with large irregular
brindle patches, and were much given to weak eyes. They
stood about 2 feet 4 or 6 inches at the shoulder, were smooth
haired, and were a most powerful dog. Hamilton Rowan
was very prm‘id of being the only possessor of the breed,
and seldom went out without one or more accompanying
him. I have not seen any one specimen of the breed since
his death, when one came into the possession of a poor man
in my neighbourhood. It was a pup then, and had all the
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characteristies of the breed, was very large, and a fine
specimen. I wrote to the Zoological Gardens in Dublin
describing the dog, urging them to secure him ; but they
refused, and he was afterwards sold to a gentleman.”

In a second letter he goes on to say :—*“I can speak from
personal knowledge, and from having often seen the dogs,
that the true breed of Irish Wolfdogs are smooth-haired,
not shaggy like the Scotch Deerhound. They were coarse-
haired, like the Bloodhound. I am not acquainted with
the German Boarhound (i.e., Great Dane) ; very possibly
they might have been somewhat similar to the Irish breed.
Hamilton Rowan’s dogs were very powerful, and at the
same time active dogs, with rather a sharp nose and shrill
bark. My father used to say that when he dined at
Hamilton Rowan’s the dogs used to be in the parlour, and
were so tall they could put their heads over the guests’
shoulders when sitting at the table, though the dogs were
standing on the floor.”

Beyond the shadow of a doubt these dogs were simply
Great Danes, as H. Rowan had evidently been told in
Paris ; the description leaves no doubt on that head.
Richardson tells us the fact was that Mr. Rowan owned
gsome of the breed known as Great Danes, and he never
by chance called them by a wrong name. He also owned
a true Wolfdog, and knew him to be such, calling him
“ the last of his race.” This dog was a large rough Grey-
hound of iron-grey colour. Mr. Rowan subsequently pre-
sented this dog to Lord Nugent. In corroboration of this
fact the writer was informed by the late Sir John Power,
who recollected H. Rowan and his dogs, and who would
have reached man’s estate at the time, and been well able
to judge of them, being a thorough lover of the canine race,
that Richardson’s description of the true Wolfdog belonging
to H. Rowan was right. Mr. Betham remembers the dogs
only as a boy, and the distinction between the Danish dogs
and the true old rough dog would hardly have struck him ;




