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a variety once very frequent in Ireland, and used in the
chase of the wolf, now very scarce—is a dog of great size
and strength.

From Bewick (1792) we gather that “the Irish Grey-
hound is the largest of the dog kind, and its appearance the
most beautiful. It is only to be found in Ireland, where it
was formerly of great use in clearing that country from
wolves. Tt is now extremely rare, and kept rather for show
than use, being equally unserviceable for hunting the stag,
the fox, or the hare. These dogs are about three feet high,
generally of a white or cinnamon colour, and made some-
what like a Greyhound, but more robust. Their aspect is
mild ; their disposition peaceable ; their strength is so great
that in combat the Mastiff or Bull-dog is far from being
equal to them. They mostly seize their antagonists by the
back and shake them to death, which their great strength
generally enables them to do® Mons. Buffon supposes the
Great Danish dog to be only a variety of the Irish Grey-
hound. ” About this time (1794) certain dogs, in the
possession of the then Lord Altamont, were put forward as
being Irish Wolfdogs; but there appears to be no doubt
whatever that these dogs were degenerate specimens of the
Great Dane. Mur. Lambert, describing them to the Linnsean
Society, stated that “they were the only ones in the king-
dom ; their hair was short and smooth, the colour brown and
white and black and white.” An engraving of one of these
dogs is given in the “Encyclopedia Britannica,” published
in 1810, and it represents an under-bred Great Dane, of dull
and mild appearance. Richardson at one time was in error
regarding these dogs, for he accepted them as being true
specimens of Phe Irish Wolfhound ; but he was afterwards,
from careful inquiry and research, quite disabused of any
such idea, and concluded that the Irish Wolfhound was a
rough Greyhound of gigantic stature and immense power.

To suppose that these dogs were Irish Wolfhounds was
absurd to a degree, as that breed was known to be very
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scarce, whereas the Great Dane was (and is) to be met with
in great numbers on the Continent.

The present Marquis of Sligo informed the writer about
twelve years ago that he had often made inquiries from
persons who had seen his father’s dogs, and as far as their
descriptions would enable one to judge, they rather re-
sembled some of the German Boarhounds, being rather like
powerful shaggy Greyhounds, but a good deal larger. It is
probable that the shagginess was a mistake, as Mr. Lambert
distinctly states them to have been smooth.

It is noticeable that Snydems has represented rough dogs
of Greyhound character in his pictures of boar-hunts, as well
as the smooth, spotted Great Danes. = At the same time,
though many inquiries have been made, such a thing as a
genuine Boarhound with a rough coat cannot be heard of.

E. Jesse tells us that the late Lord Derby purchased
the portrait—in Mr. Lambert’s possession—of one of Lord
Altamont’s dogs. Now, it is a well-ascertained fact that, in
the face of this model (1), Lord Derby bred; as Irish Wolf-
dogs, a very powerful and robust dog of Deerhound char-
acter (1!), showing that he set small value on the picture as
representing the #rue breed of Irish Wolfdog.

In the ¢ Encyclopeedia Britannica > of 1797 we are shown
a drawing of the Irish Gre-hound, which represents a very
thick-set, tall Greyhound, with a rough coat and massive
head ; colour apparently brindle or black-and-white.

The “Sportsman’s Cabinet ’—a very valuable old book on
dogs, of which there were but a limited number of copies
published in 1803, and which is illustrated by very good en-
gravings after drawings from life by Reinagle, R.A.—says :—
“The dogs of Greece, Denmark, Tartary, and Ireland are
the largest and strongest of their species. The Irish Grey-
hound is of very ancient race, and still to be found in some
far remote parts of that kingdom, though they are said to be
reduced even in their original climate. They are much




